
 

 

H.E. Mr Giorgi Gakharia 
Prime Minister 
Government of Georgia 

 
Geneva, 26 March 2020 

 
Your Excellency, 
 
I have the honour to extend sincere appreciation, on behalf of the International Federation of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), for the extremely timely, effective and professional measures of the  
government of Georgia to contain the outbreak of COVID-19 and strengthen preparedness capacity and 
facilities across the country.  
 
Your Excellency, I am writing to request your good office to include the Georgia Red Cross in the inter-agency 
coordination commission created under your auspices in response to COVID-19.  
 
Georgia Red Cross is active across the whole country through its 39 branches and, as a member of the IFRC, 
has immediate access to information about response models, tools, guidelines and approaches of the Red 
Cross and Red Crescent network. The IFRC provides financial and technical support to the Georgia Red Cross 
to carry out its function as an auxiliary to the public authorities in the humanitarian field, as mandated by the 
National Safety Law and the Law on the Georgia Red Cross.  
 
In response to the COVID-19, the Georgia Red Cross has mobilised and trained over 5,000 volunteers to help 
contain and tackle COVID-19 and signed an agreement with Mr Kakha Kaladze, Mayor of Tbilisi, on 
cooperation in recruiting, training, supervising and supporting volunteers. This work has extended to all 
municipalities across Georgia. The volunteers of the National Society provide essential support to over 13,000 
vulnerable people including the elderly and individuals with limited mobility, who stay in-doors and protect 
themselves from infection. Among other activities are wide-spread risk communication to reach all key 
populations, even the most remote communities, providing distance temperature screening to people under 
quarantine in Batumi through a specially developed application, psycho-social support through its hot-line.  
 
In addition, the Georgia Red Cross is ready to provide support with rapid testing and in other areas of 
infection prevention and control and welcomes the continuous dialogue on this with the Ministry of Health. 
 
The Georgia Red Cross serves as a key coordinating body of International and National Civil Society 
Organisations in country, including UN Agencies.  
 
I believe the Georgia Red Cross is uniquely positioned to make a meaningful contribution to the meetings of 
the inter-agency commission on COVID-19. I count on your Government’s continued support to the Georgia 
Red Cross and hope that you will look favourably on our request to include it in the inter-agency commission 
on COVID-19, as the  participation of the National Society will be beneficial to the State and its preparedness 
and response activities to this rapidly evolving pandemic. 
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We stand ready to provide all necessary support to the Georgia Red Cross during and beyond this pandemic.  
 
Please accept, Your Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jagan Chapagain 
 
 
Cc: H.E. Mr Davit Zalkaliani, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Georgia 
 Ms Natia Loladze, President, Georgia Red Cross 
 Mr Elkhan Rahimov, Regional Director for Europe a.i., IFRC 
 Ms Olga Dzhumaeva, Head of Country Cluster for South Caucasus, IFRC 

 
 


